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It has been customary for the Chairman of the Council to give at this time a brief survey of 
the work of the Council during the year ended on the previous 31st March. Of late years although 
the custom has been maintained the brevity of the statement has been much emphasised and I do not 
propose to depart from precedent in this respect. 

The changes of personnel which have occurred amongst our members during the year have 
been rather more than usual, even for the third year after a general county election. First of all we 
have to deplore the loss of a most valued colleague, Captain Sebag-Montefiore, who lost his life serving 
his country amid the rugged heights of Gallipoli. Brigadier-General R. J. Cooper was seriously 
wounded and we are glad that he has made a good recovery and has been able to resume his work 
with us. Mr. Dawes sustained injury, happily not of a serious nature, whilst engaged in naval duties. 

Some resignations have been compelled by pressure of duties connected directly or indirectly 
with the war. Amongst the resignations must be mentioned that of Lord Chelmsford, on his appoint- 
ment as Viceroy and Governor-General of India, and that of our late Chairman, Mr. Cyril Jackson, 
on his appointment as Vice-Chairman to the Statutory Committee under the Naval and Military War 
Pensions Act, 1915. 

Of former colleagues the toll has been heavy, and all have left behind them a record of useful 
public work, and an incentive to those who follow. 

Some change has taken place also amongst our chief advisers. After along, varied and distin- 
guished career, Dr. William Garnett has retired from the position of Educational Adviser. Mr. 
Andrew Young, the Valuer, whose retirement took place in 1914, has been succeeded by Mr. F. W. 
Hunt. Sir James Moody, who for so many years devoted himself to the care of the insune, has 
passed away. 

The Council’s whole work has during the past year been shadowed and modified by the con- 
tinuance of the conflict now raging throughout the entire world. Many of the Council’s 
members are away serving their country in arms in many different parts of the globe, and those who, 
owing to wounds or ill health, have returned from time to time have never failed tu appear and take 
the greatest possible share in the work of the Council. There arein the Council’s service (including 
asylums) more than 29,600 men of allages, of whom no fewer 8,020 have been or are on active service ; 
of this latter number 293 have lost their lives, 332 have left the Forces owing ,to wounds or ill- 
health, of whom 263 have returned to duty in the Council’s service, while the gallant deeds performed 
have earned official recognition. Two officers have been made Companions of the Distinguished 
Service Order ; in six cases the Military Cross has been awarded, in 13 cases the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal, in two cases the Distinguished Service Medal, and in two cases the Médaille Militaire 
and the Croix de Guerre respectively has been awarded, and in nine cases officers and employees have 
been mentioned in dispatches. Also an officer has received the bronze medal of the Royal Humane 
Society for saving life while on service in France. A record this, both of members and officers, of 
which, I venture to think, the Council has reason to be proud. Naturally enough, one effect of the 
war has been to reduce the amount of work and consequently the number of Qouncil and Committee 
meetings. Committee meetings first showed a decline in number and by the end of the summer recess 
it was clear that fortnightly instead of weekly meetings of the Council would probably suffice for the 
efficient conduct of the Council’s business, while having the advantage of leaving the members more 
time for the national work with which much of their day is occupied. The experiment has been 
continued and has proved beneficial. The attainment of this end, however, has been generally due 
to the wider spirit of amicable co-operation which has been such a marked feature in the conduct of 
the Council’s business during this critical period. 

The prolongation of the war soon showed that the motto “ Business as usual ”’ could not wisely 
be maintained and in July, 1915, the Council boldly undertook the task of suiting its administration 
to prevailing conditions, A special committee, under the chairmanship of Sir George Goldie, was 
appointed to report as to the lines upon which the next year’s estimates should be prepared. A 
sub-committee under the chairmanship of Mr. R. C. Norman immediately undertook the thrashing out of 
the mass of detail involved. very kind of work performed by the Council was examined and the 
possibility and desirability of its suspension or reduction in volume explored. Finally Mr. Norman’s 
sub-committee enunciated a series of general principles for application to all services of the Council. 
These involved in many cases either the recasting of the services affected or of important parts of 
them. Much clerical and statistical work, normally and in time of peace of inestimable value, was 
curtailed or re-arranged with a view to the preservation of essentials in the least laborious form or 
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suspended altogether. In education, perhaps the most important thing has been the redistribution 
of teaching strength throughout the public elementary schools. This, of course, was to a large 
extent necessitated by the requirements of His Majesty’s Forces, since no fewer than 2,054 teachers 
have joined the colours. The reduction in the number of teachers has resulted in a diminution of 
expenditure, but, by a careful adjustment of the staff and by curtailment of clerical work, every 
endeavour has been made to maintain the efficiency of the teaching. Again, while continuing 
opportunity for all who desire to obtain further education by means of evening institutes, such 
redistribution of work amongst them has been effected as to preserve their efficiency while reducing 
their number. On the general side of the Council’s administration the steps taken may be exemplified 
by what has been done in the Council’s parks and open spaces. While these have been maintained to — 
the full as places of recreation for the masses of the people, a considerable portion of the work 
formerly expended on cultivation and floral displays has been suspended. 

The changes to which I have thus briefly alluded were decided upon by the Council in 
November, 1915, and the policy of war retrenchment, of which they are typical, has been reflected in 
the maintenance estimates for the current year. It is not alone, however, on works of maintenance 
that the war has made its mark. ‘The realisation of the severity of the struggle which came about 
early in 1915 has led with ever-growing stringency to the restriction of works involving capital 
expenditure. The scheme for the reduction in size of classes in public elementary schools to 40 (in 
senior departments) and 48 (in infants’ departments) has already been modified and partially postponed. 
This scheme, probably in education one of the most important which has been undertaken for many 
years, has now had to be further and findefinitely postponed ; main drainage works, the execution of 
which will ultimately be of great importance to the health of London, have becn suspended; the 
erection of the new County Hallis practically st a standstill; and much work for the development and 
linking up of the tramways system must wait still longer for its accomplishment. 

While necessitating the curtailment of many things near to our hearts as London’s adminis- 
trators, the war has in many ways caused additional work. Much of our property and the services 
of many of our officials have been lent to the Government for purposes connected with the war. One 
of our largest asylums has been converted into a military hospital and a sub-committee of the 
Asylums Committee are engaged in its care and management. The‘consequent necessary distribution 
of the previous inmates has been satisfactorily arranged but the management of the whole 
service, at all times requiring much thought and labour, has vaturally been rendered even more 
anxious a task than usual. Our tramways services have had to be remodelled and the best energies of 
the Highways Committee and the tramways staff devoted to the task of providing sufficient and 
efficient means of transit for the thousands of munition workers to the large number of munition 
factories which the war has called into being. Unfortunately this work has been attended with even 
greater difficulty than need have been. The difficulties of the work were materially increased by 
the tramway strike of May, 1915, which is now happily past history, but it must be mentioned, if 
only for the fact that it emphasises the importance of the task which has fallen to and been 
efficiently performed by the tramways service. In the realm of education too, the war has caused 
some immediate expansion of activity. Apart altogether from the large questions of the educational 
steps to be taken after the war, it has been found necessary to use the machinery of education on 
emergency, as it were, to fit men and women for the task of fighting the enemy at the gate. Classes 
in business training for women have been opened and have done most useful work. Further, 
our educational institutes are used for the training of munition workers and otherwise. 

In providing the sinews of war the Council has also assisted by devoting the accumulations of 
its sinking fund and other moneys to the extent up to 31st March, 1916, of £1,589,627 to investment 
in the War Loan and other Government issues of the year. 

) Much discussion has taken place on the subject of the rise in the price of food stuffs, and much 
haf been said both for and against the proposition that no alteration due to the war should take place 
in the material position of anybody in this country. The cold logic of facts, however, has been too 
much for the protagonists of any theory. Employers have met the situation by the grant, either 
voluntarily or after arbitration, of a war bonus. The Council has in this matter done its share. 
A grant of 3s. a week to all earning wages less than 30s. a week was made in June, 1915. This was 
followed in October, 1915, by a dependants’ grant up to 3s. a week for those earning over 80s. but 
less than 40s. a week. Apart from this the question of increased wages due to shortage in the supply 
of labour has had to be faced. Increased wages have been granted to certain classes of men, expressly, 
however, as war wages, Here, too, the Council has acted in accord with the decisions of the 
recognised tribunals. 

i have touched only a few of what may be called “ war services,” but signs are evident of the 
addition of others to the already lengthy list. Doubtless some duties will fall to the Council in 
connection with the grant of war pensions; it may be that further action will be called for in matters 
vital to the public health, and in particular that the Council’s administration will be required to make 
further endeavour to preserve child life at this period when its value to the community can hardly 
be overestimated. 

I have given examples of the material alterations and reductions made in the Council’s 
administration. Their extent and importance can perhaps be more readily gauged from the bald 
statement that the annual capital votes, which for the year 1914-15 amounted to £4,071,480, for the 
current year amount to £651,165, whilst on maintenance their effect has been, in spite of added 
work, to reduce the rate for the same years by 4d. in the £. 

Besides the services which we have had to undertake owing to the war, other duties have been 
added during the year, Jargely as a result of our own efforts in earlier and happier times. The 
powers sought in the General Powers Bill of 1914 for the complete control by the Council of the 
asylums work were granted by Parliament only during this year, and arrangements will shortly have 
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to be made for the Council to shoulder the additional responsibility involved. Again, as the result 
of our own efforts, powers of control by means of the grant or refusal of registration have been 
obtained in respect of lying-in homes, a measure which, in the interests of the public health, has long 
been advocated. Equally necessary trom another aspect of the public weal, power to require or refuse 
the registration of establishments for massage or special treatment has been obtained, and a large 


~ amount of inspectional work has had to be undertaken. 


Concurrently with all these additional activities to which I have so briefly alluded, the normal 
current work of the Council, although affected to a greater or less degree by the war, has been 
steadily proceeded with. All the manifold branches of work which are summarised in the one word 
‘education’ have been maintained at a high level of efficiency. The administrative arrangements 
for the care of the children’s health, by means of medical inspection and treatment, have been 
continued unimpaired in spite of the drain of professional assistance caused by the needs of our sick 
and wounded. Much has been said in many quarters of the existence of a state of unparalleled 
prosperity amongst certain classes of the community ; whether this indeed be so or not it is satis- 
factory to observe that the number of children needing food first and education afterwards has 
steadily fallen, reaching in the week ended 31st March, 1916, the total of 13,539 as compared with 
a total of 39,584 for the corresponding week in 1914. 

Progress has continued with the bringing into operation of a complete scheme for dealing 
with tuberculosis in London. The needs of our wounded soldiers have naturally restricted the 
accommodation available for this purpose, but in spite of this it has been possible to maintain 
this service at such a pitch as will, I trust, leave no ineffaceable record of the crisis through which 
the Country is passing. From another aspect of public health, it is satisfactory to note that the 
wholesome dwellings provided by the Council for the accommodation of persons of the working 
classes have never previously been so well occupied. The Committee concerned have undertaken 
the management of a large number of houses erected by the Government for munition workers 
at Woolwich. Management and general maintenance expenses of the dwellings have unavoidably 
increased, whilst rent, under a wise war-time Act of Parliament, may not be increased, but I believe 
it will nevertheless be found that municipal enterprise in this matter is justified and financially 
sound even in war-time. 

Looking back through the year as a whole, I think that I shall not be far wrong in 
summarising the attitude of the Council as reflecting a steady determination to pursue its 
administrative work in all necessary services; to make cheerful sacrifices in all non-essentials ; 
and to maintain unfaltering support for every means towards the securing of a successful issue from 
present trials. At the same time, the Council has preserved throughout a hopeful anticipation of the 
resumption of full municipal activities after the close of hostilities, an anticipation, the realisation 
of which, recent events justify us in placing at an earlier date than at one time seemed possible. 


AtFreD F. Buxton, 


Chairman of the Council. 
County Hall, 


Spring Gardens, S.W. 
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MEMORANDUM BY THE RT. HON. THE VISCOUNT PEEL, J.P., 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL. 
13th October, 1914. 


In past years it has been the practice for the Chairman of the Council to take an opportunity, 
usually in October, of reviewing the work of the Council during the term of office of his predecessor. 
I propose to follow the convenient course adopted on several revent occasions of giving the Ccuncil a 
memorandum referring to the mest important aabiects which have engaged the attention of the Council 
during the year ended 31st March, 1914. 

Upon the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Council’s first meeting, the Chairman of 
the Council dispatched, on 21st March, 1914, to His Majesty The King a telegram offering the Council’s 
loyal and dutiful greetings, and His Majesty was pleased to reply in very gracious terms. The Council 
presented to Her Majesty Queen Alexandra an address of congratulation on the occasion of the fiftieth 
anniversary of ter Majesty's entry into London. Upon receipt of the intelligence of the 
assassination on 18th March of His Majesty King George of the Hellenes, the Chairman of the 
Council expressed in letters to His Majesty The King and Her Majesty Queen Alexandra the 
Council’s deep and loyal sympathy on the loss suffered by Their Majesties. The Council, on 25th 
June, presented to Monsieur Raymond Poincaré, President of the French Republic, an address 
of welcome on the occasion of his visit to London. In May of last year forty scholars from the Jean 
Baptiste Say School, Paris, were received at the County Hall by the Chairman of the Council. In the 
month following the President of the Paris Municipal Council accompanied by several former Presidents, 
attended the meeting of the Council and was welcomed by the Chairman of the Council on behalf of 
the Council. In February last the Chairman of the Council received an invitation from the President 
of the Paris Municipal Council, on behalf of the Bureau of the Municipal Council, for the Chairman and 
other representatives of the Council to become the guests of the Municipal Council at Whitsuntice. 
The invitation was accepted and the Council was represented on the occasion by the undermentioned:— 
The Chairman of the Council (The Right Hon. The Viscount Peel, J.P.) ; the Vice-Chairman of tke 
Council (Mr. Alfred O. Goodrich, J.P.) ; the Deputy-Chairman of the Council (Mr. H. E. A. Cotton) ; 
past Chairman of the Council—Mr. Cyril 8. Cobb, M.V.O. ; past Vice-Chairmen of the Council— Mr. J. 
Herbert Hunter, J.P., Mr. Philip E. Pilditch, J.P. ; past Deputy-Chairmen of the Council—Mr. Harry 
Gosling, J.P., Mr. W. C. Johnson, J.P. ; chairmen of Standing Committees of the Council—Mr. Kingsley 
Wood (Building Acts Committee), Mr. Percy C. Simmons (Fire Brigade Committee), Major Ernest 
Gray (General Purposes Committee), Mr. Andrew T. Taylor (Improvements Committee), Mr. pavid 
Davis (Main Drainage Committee), Mr. F. St. John Morrow (Parliamentary Committee); other 
members of the Council—Mr. D. Blackley, Mr. W. L. Clague, Mr. H. H. Gordon, Mr. H. J. Greenwood, 
J.P., Mr. T. F. Hobson, J.P., Mr. J. Stanley Holmes, Mr. A. L. Leon, J.P., the Hon. Henry Lygon, 
Mr. Henry Mills, J.P., Mr. Isidore Salmon ; the Clerk of the Council (Sir Laurence Gomme, J.P.). 

The Council had to deplore the death of two of its members, Mr. C. Stettauer and Mr. H. L. 
Jephson. One county councillor, Mr. Stuart Sankey, resigned his membership and one county alder- 
man, Mr. M. G. C. Glyn, resigned office. Among past members. of the Council who died during the 
year may be mentioned the Rt. Hon. Lord Avebury, a past Chairman of the Council; the Mcst Een. 
the Marquess of Northampton; and the Rt. Hon. James Stuart. 

A Special Committee was appointed to consider the revision of the procedure of the Council, 
and the Committee having brought up a preliminary report, the Council decided, subject to the sub- 
mission of a satisfactory scheme, to reform its procedure on the line of further delegation of powers 
to committees, accompanied by (i.) a reduction in the number of committees ; (i1.) the reservation to the 
Council of the decision of all matters of principle, including any system of delegation of powers to suk- 
committees ; (ii.) the maintenance of financial control, within the annual and other estimates reserved 
to the Council, to be exercised by the Finance Committee on behalf of and subject to appeal to the Council ; 
and (iv.) adequate provision for enabling minorities to bring questions before the Council for decision. 
In due course a scheme generally on these lines was approved by the Council. 

The assessable value of the administrative county of London on 6th April, 1914, was £45,112,965, 
which did not show the same rate of increase as in previous re-valuations. Investigatiors have been 
made into the various causes which are tending to retard the growth of the value of the county. The 
average rate levied in 1913-14 in the administrative county was 7s. 7.16d. in the £, and in the county, 
excluding the City of London, it was 7s. 9.02d. in the £, as compared with 7s. 6.62d. and 7s. 5.0€d. 
respectively for the preceding year, | 
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The question of the financial relations between the Council and the Imperial Exchequer has again 
occupied the Council’s attention. The claim of London to increased grants in respect of education 
forms an important branch of this subject. The Council on 10th March, 1914, expressed the opinion 
that no system of Government grants for education would be satisfactory unless London received 
thereunder treatment no less favourable than the rest of the country generally, and that such grants. 
should in no case be less than 50 per cent. of the net expenditure. The President of the Board of Educa- 
tion was asked to receive a deputation from the Council to represent to him the position of London in 
the matter. The deputation was received by the President after the clese of the year 1913-14. 

The educational work of the Council was marked curing the year by an event of unusual 
interest. On 19th July, 1913, His Majesty The King graciously invited to a garden party at Buckingham 
Palace, some 5,000 persons connected with London education. The event wasof importance not only as 
marking His Majesty’s appreciation of the many-sided educational work of the Council but also as 
emphasising the unity of the whole teaching profession, Later on in the year this unity was signalised 
by the establishment of the new register of teachers. The register provides, for the first time in the history 
of education, a means by which those who are teaching in schools of all types may be associated together 
as a single profession. 

As regards the Council’s educational administration, the complete re-organisation of its system 
of evening institutes has been the principal feature during the past year. The new scheme was intro- 
duced in September, 1913, by inaugural lectures given in over 200 institutes by men of eminence in 
different walks of life, and considerable public interest was aroused in the development. 

The Mental Deficiency Act, passed at the close of last session, is likely to have a considerable 
effect upon the Council’s educational work. The Act makes provision for dealing with children who 
leave the schools for mentally defective and are considered to require supervision and control. It 
is anticipated that one effect of the Act will be to prevent the work of the special schools for defectives 
being so much neutralised as it is at present by the lack of supervision in after-life. 

The work of disposing of the drainage of an area of 149 square miles inhabited by nearly 54 
millions of people, involved dealing with the enormous quantity of 104,000 millions of gallons of sewage, 
an increase of about 60 per cent. on that of twenty years ago. On 29th May, 1913, the new gas engine 
house at Abbey Mills pumping station was opened by the Chairman of the Council. 

With regard to the provision of additional public open spaces as well as of the granting of increased 
facilities for enjoyment and recreation at existing places, St. James’s recreation ground, Ratcliff, and the 
Rookery, Streatham, were opened for the use of the public. The Council decided to acquire nearly 
13% acres of land at Cubitt Town for use as a public recreation ground, and to utilise an acre of surplus 
land adjoining Kilburn Grange, as an extension of the park. The Council also assisted in the purchase 
by the local authorities for public vse of the garden in St. Peter’s Square, Hammersmith, and a playing 
field at Knight’s ‘Hill, West Norwood. 

The Council’s working-class dwellings have produced for the year a gross rental amounting to 
£227,100, The number of persons in occupation on 31st March, 1914, was 37,569. A scheme for the 
development of the remainder of the White Hart Lane estate, Tottenham, on the lines of a garden 
suburb for the accommodation of persons of the working-class and others, has been prepared, and now 
awaits the approval of the Local Government Board. No less than 4,552 persons of the working-class 
will be displaced by the Tabard-street, Southwark, etc., improvement scheme under Part I. of the 
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, and dwellings to accommodate 2,580 persons will be erected 
on the cleared site. 

The scheme for the completion of the approach to the Mall at Charing Cross, for which the 
necessary statutory powers are now being sought, necessitates a further widening at an estimated cost of 
£215,000 gross, or £115,000 net, 2.e., after deducting recoupment ; one-third of the net cost being con- 
tributed by H.M. Government and one-third by the Westminster City Council. The Council agreed to 
make contributions amounting in all to £129,226 in respect of minor and local improvements. These 
will be executed generally by the local authorities. The most important of these schemes are for the 
widening of (1) St. Martin’s-le-Grand and Cheapside at an estimated cost of £155,000 and (ii.) Leadenhall- 
street at an estimated cost of £90,000. In each case the Council has agreed to co-operate with the City 
Corporation and to contribute one half of the net cost of the improvement. With regard to grants 
from the road improvement fund in respect of London street improvements, it would appear to be the 
present intention of the Road Board to devote the portion of the funds available for London solely to 
road crust works and to withhold entirely from the Council grants for London street improvements, 
irrespective of their urgency or their value. The Council is still in communication with the Board upon 
the subject. 

Further progress has been made in disposing of the surplus lands from the Holborn to Strand 
and Westminster improvements. As regards the former improvement very little land now remains 
to be dealt with except the central portion of the crescent site between the Strand and Aldwych. An 
option has been granted to the Dominion Site, Ltd., of taking a lease of this land at an ultimate rent 
of £50,000 a year and in certain circumstances of purchasing the Council’s freehold interest for £1,300,000. 

The Council’s tramways carried no less than 522,952,640 passengers during the year. The total 
passenger receipts from the tramways amounted to £2,268,668. The number of cheap return and 
transfer fares has been considerably increased. The capacity of a number of sub-stations has had to ke 
enlarged to cope with the heavy power load required to work the tramways. Trailer cars have been 
introduced. Additional through running arrangements with outside tramway authorities have been 
entered into. 
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Considerable progress was made with the substitution of motor appliances for horse-drawn appli- 
ances in the fire brigade. It is estimated that the cost of obtaining the remaining motor appliances 
required, in addition to those already obtained or on order, will be about £160,000. The brigade was 
called to 3,377 fires during the year 1913, or 10 fewer than in the previous year, and 43 persons were 
rescued by members of the brigade, as compared with 34 during the year 1912. The estimated monetary 
loss caused by fires within the county of London during the year was £339,080. This amount is less 
than the annual cost of the Brigade and is lower than the corresponding amounts for any of the years 
since 1899, when the returns were first compiled. In this connection it may be pointed out that the value 
of property insured in London in 1899 was £932,598,661, while the value of property insured in 1912 
was £1,132,491,717. 

The Shops Act, 1913, was passed with a view to remedying difficulties which had arisen in the 
application of the Shops Act, 1912, to assistants employed in premises used for the sale of refreshments 
(including licensed premises). The question of making Orders fixing the day of the weekly half-holiday 
for various parts of London is under consideration. 

At the instance of the Council several local inquiries were held by the Local Government 
Board into applications for the imposition of reduced speed limits for motor cars in certain thoroughfares, 
and, as the result, the Board in six cases issued Orders restricting to 10 miles an hcur the speed of motor 
cars in (i.) Knightsbridge and Piccadilly, (ii.) Church street, Kensington (8 miles an hour for motor 
omnibuses), (ii.) Rye-lane, Peckham, (iv.) St. John’s-road, Battersea, (v.) Green-street, Bethnal Green, 
and (vi.) High-street, Deptford. The Board also issued, without inquiry, an Order slightly extending 
the area of the existing speed limit in Roehampton-lane. 

The results attending the Council’s efforts in the work of dealing with inebriates did not prove 
to be satisfactory. It was expected that the Government would pass legislation to give effect to the 

recommendation of the Departmental Committee appointed in 1908 to inquire into the working of the 
Inebriates Acts, This, however, was not done, and the Council decided to cease as from 3lst December, 
1913, the reception of inebriates at the Farmfield Reformatory and to discontinue the arrangements 
for the reception of inebriates at other reformatories. Subsequently, in view of promises made by 
the Government as to the passing of an amending Bill, the Council decided, subject to certain 
reservations, to suspend the operation of its resolution until 31st July, 1914. 

In compliance with a request by the Local Government Board, the Council proceeded with the 
preparation of a scheme for the treatment of tuberculosisin London, The Council considered it necessary 
that the Metropolitan Asylums Board should become an authority providing institutions for the resi- 
dential treatment of tuberculous persons. As the result of legislation the disability which, under the 
National Insurance Act, 1911, attached to the Board as a poor law authority was removed, and the 
Council, under the power conferred upon it by the Act of 1911, consented to the Board entering into 
an arrangement direct with the London Insurance Committee for the residential treatment of insured 
tuberculous persons. The Council laid down the conditions upon which it was prepared to approve 
schemes submitted by the local sanitary authorities in London for the dispensary treatment of tuber- 
culous persons. It also decided that, in the event of a local scheme being approved, and upon 
payment of the Government grant of one half of the cost of treating uninsured persons thereunder, 
the Council would contribute an amount not exceeding 50 per cent. of the remainder of such cost. 
These local schemes are to be reviewed by the Council each year. Several schemes have already 
been approved. 

The number of applications dealt with under the London Building Acts, 1894 to 1909, exg@iding 


the London Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1905, amounted to 3,524 in 1913 as compared wi a 


in 1912, while about 5,300 dangerous and neglected structures were also dealt with in addition to a large 
amount of work for securing the provision of adequate means of escape in case of fire from factory and 
other buildings. 

The number of applications for music and dancing licences which were considered at the meeting 
in November, 1913, was 598 or 54 in excess of the number in the previous year. The Council decided to 
seek in the session of Parliament of 1914 powers to grant music and dancing licences at any time during 
the year, and for any period not exceeding a year, and also to charge certain fees for licences. 

On Ist January, 1914, there were no fewer than 21,192 lunatics for whom accommodation had to be 
provided, showing an increase of 262 in the preceding twelve months. The expenditure on the main- 
tenance of patients during the past financial year was £617,023 Os. 11d., of which the Guardians of the 
Poor contributed £559,664 5s. 1ld. and the Council in respect of County patients contributed 
£22,849 14s. 6d. Unfortunately the accommodation in the London County Asylums has not been 


sufficient to provide for all cases and it has been necessary to board out a considerable number of patients. 


The eleventh asylum which will, when completed, accommodate 2,066 patients is being erected. 
The Maudsley Hospital for 108 patients, to the cost of which Dr. Maudsley so generously con- 
tributed, is also being constructed. With the view of completing the benefits which it is 
hoped this institution will afford by way of treatment of lunacy and research into its causes, the 


‘Council has agreed to obtain parliamentary powers next session for the admission of voluntary 


boarders. 

The Mental Deficiency Act, which came into operation on Ist April, 1914, and to which reference 
has already been made, places upon the Council the additional responsibility of dealing with the mental 
defectives within the County. The Council has decided to avail itself of the opportunity 
provided by the Act to make the Committee appointed under the Act for mental deficiency work, consist- 
ing of members of the Council and other persons co-opted for the purpose, the Visiting Committee also 
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of the London County Asylums, and the new Cozmlittee’ will be! known as the asylums and Mental A * ; 
Deficiency Committee.” pete > ee 

In connection with the question of letattaier supply, the discussicrs. initiated in 1912 with the 
Metropolitan Borough Councils possessing undertakings and the Lendon Electric fupply Ccmpanies were — 
continued and completed in 1913. The questions discussed with these authorities fell mainly under 
three heads : (i) The present position of the respective undértakings ; (ii.) the prepesals nhand for the 
development of the undertakings ; and (iui.) the question of bulk supply.” Then advantage was taken — 
of offers which had been made by certain well-known experts to explain their views on the matters It . 
was considered desirable to arrange for detailed reports on more definite lines, and Mr. C.‘H. Merz was 
asked to submit a report on London electricity supply, which should znter alia (i.) deal with the existing ~— 
means for electricity supply in Greater London ; -(ii:) give an’ outline of a complete: ultimate scheme —__ 
for Greater London, and indicate what modifications would be required in any such a‘schéme ifit were 
limited. to the County of London ; and (iii.) include a definite recommendation as to the initial stepS =~ 
to be taken in the direction of a complete scheme, bearing in. mind the existing’ conditions and the * - 
general financial position. Mr. Merz’s report was received early in March, 19/4. ; 

The extent of the work connected withthe supply of stores is shown by the-fact- that i during. 
1913 as many’as 83 stores contracts were entered into and that the total value of thé goods supplied 
was £403,952. Arrangements were also made for the supply of thé whole of the coal and coke required 
during 1913-14, the total requirements being:about 270,000 tons of coal (including 160,000 tons for ~ 
the Greenwich generating station) and/24, 000 toms of cokex. Part of te coal for offices, schools, ete.5. 
was purchased direct from the collieries. 

The work of adapting the Geftrye Almshouses, Shoreditch, ¢s a musetim-for the: ‘exhibition of 
old furniture has* been completed and the museum opened to the public..- The Ancient Monuments Con- At epi 
solidation and Amendment Act, 1913, will have an important bearing on the wo1k of the Ccuncilasthe = 
authority for the preservation of historical buildings and objects-of archeolcgical interestén Londen, — 
The fourth and fifth volumes of the Survey of London have been published. ~The Ocurida has 
decided to compile and publish annually a volume of comparative municipal statistics. 

Mention may. be made with much regret of the fact that for reasons of health, Sir Tantendl 
Gomme has felt compelled to tender his resignation of the office of Clerk of the Council, the chief adminis- 
trative position in the-Council’s service. Consideration is being given to the question of the date on 
which the resignation shall take effect and as.to the: course to be adopted to fill the vacancy. 

The honour of Li ail was conferred by fis. Majesty The King tpon the Educadibe, Officer 
(Sir Robert Blair). 

During the year the Council has eflected s some improvements in the conditions of sevice of 
certain of its employees. 

As the-result of their experience of administration under the Old’ Age Pénaions Aiea 1908 und 
1911, the Local Pension Committee in March; 1914, arranged that an amending Bill should be introduced 
in the House of Commons with the object: of removing hardships: and inequalities arising under the 

\ee law. On 27th March, 1914,:there were: 69,172 pensioners (21,271 men and 47,901, women) 
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resident in the county. This represents an increase of about 14.3. per cent: on the number (60,508) on 
he corresponding date in 1911. Probably more than 90 per cent. of the pensions are at the full rate (5s.): 

Among the varied and important subjects not already, referred, to in- detail and:to which ike 
Council has had to devote attention may be mentioned the establishment of an ambulance service for 
Le~/hai; the testing of high pressure gas meters:; the control of nursing homes and massage; manicure 

5 *. viectric treatment establishments ; the storage of cinematograph films, celluloid, etc. ; the making 
! by-laws relating to the use of skid pans and brakes on vehicles, the breakdown of vehicles in the 
seb ati and the regulation of slow moving traffic ; and the promotion 1 in Parliament of numerous bills. 
affecting some of the subjects already specified. 

In this’short memorandum it has been possible to-do little more than menticn such ¢ cubjects of 
special importance as have engaged the :attention of the Council during the year, Lut reference 
should be made to*the vast amount of the ordinary administrative wo1k, much of which the Council 
delegates to the Committees. Durmg-the year there were as many as 2,692 meetings of the Ccuncil, 
Committees, Sub-Committees and public authorities and committees upon which the Council is repre- 
sented, while the total number of attendances of members was 21,415. These figures are an indication 
of the enormous mass of work which the Council has to undertake. That work is ever increasing ard 
the demands upon the memkers and staff must, therefore, keccme more and more exacting. A certain 
amount of the difficulty and inconvenience uncer which the Ccuncil latcurs will undcubtedly disappear 
upon the completion of the new County Hall, when the central office staff will be in one building. 
It is to be greatly regretted that the works in connection with the erection of the new County Hall 
have been delayed owing to the labour dispute in the building industry. 
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PEEL, 
Chairman of the Council. 


County Hall, URIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LIBRAnT 
Spring Gardens. 
FEB 14 1921 


